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LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Caffey Cemetery 

OTHER NAMES N/A 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0901 

ADDRESS 977 Mount Sylvia 
Road, Caffey 

Lot on Plan or GPS 
Coordinates 

Part of 227CC466; 
228CC466; 226CC466 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: FederaƟon 1890 – 1914 

History: 

ExisƟng memorials present at the cemetery indicate that the Caffey Cemetery dates to at least the 
1910s. Early references to the cemetery appear in local newspapers from at least 19251. Among the 
graves are those of early German seƩlers to the region. The cemetery remains in use today.  

Historical themes: 

6. Building seƩlements, towns, ciƟes, and dwellings. 
6.2. Planning and forming seƩlements. 

8. CreaƟng social and cultural insƟtuƟons. 
8.1. Worshipping and religious insƟtuƟons. 
8.2. Cultural acƟviƟes. 
8.6. CommemoraƟng significant events. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Caffey Cemetery is situated on a grassed lot, with an open frontage along Mount Sylvia Road. 
The remaining sides are enclosed by a low, contemporary metal fence, lined with trees. A BoƩle 
Tree is located towards the northern end of the cemetery. 

The cemetery features a relaƟvely uniform layout, with both contemporary and historical graves, 
some of which are unmarked. Headstones and monuments consist predominantly of a tablet-style 
with a few cross monuments interspersed. Minimal graves feature iron fencing. 



 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 

The Caffey Cemetery holds historical significance as it dates to at least 
the 1910s and has been in use for over a century, reflecƟng local burial 
pracƟces and the growth and development of the Caffey and 
surrounding Mount Sylvia areas. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological 
As a rural cemetery, the Caffey Cemetery is representaƟve of early 20th 
century burial sites in rural Queensland. It reflects typical cemetery 
design and funcƟons of its Ɵme. 

4. AestheƟc Does not currently threshold. 

5. Social and Spiritual 
The Caffey Cemetery holds strong social and spiritual significance to the 
local community as a place of remembrance and respect for the 
deceased. 

Statement summary: 

The Caffey Cemetery is significant for its associaƟon with the historical development of the Caffey 
and surrounding Mount Sylvia area, daƟng to at least to the 1910s. The cemetery reflects the burial 
pracƟces of the local community in the early 20th century, including early German seƩlers, and has 
remained an important site for remembrance for over more than a century. The cemetery holds 
social and spiritual significance and maintains ongoing connecƟon to the community, serving as a 
resƟng place for generaƟons of residents and conƟnuing in use to the present day. 

REFERENCES 

1. Personal. (1925, May 2). The Queensland Times, p. 10. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle122067509.  

 



LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Fordsdale School of Arts Hall 

OTHER NAMES Fordsdale Hall 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0902 

ADDRESS 2085 GaƩon-CliŌon Road, 
Fordsdale 

Lot on Plan or 
GPS 
Coordinates 

217CC2361 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: Interwar 1919 – 1939 

History: 

The Fordsdale School of Arts Hall officially opened in May 19321 due to the local community’s 
necessity for a public space to hold funcƟons and meeƟngs. The development of the building 
eventuated aŌer a commiƩee was formed who conducted fundraising efforts through events such 
as sports days2. The use of corrugated iron cladding may be a resulƟng impact of the Great 
Depression. 

The hall served as the local state school for two years during the school’s closure in the 1930s. In 
1939, a new building was erected approximately 50 metres east of the hall for school purposes3 but 
was eventually demolished or relocated between 1963-19714. 

Over the years, the hall has been uƟlised by residents of Fordsdale and surrounding areas for 
community events such as fundraisers5, dances6, and C.W.A. meeƟngs7. 

The hall conƟnues its historical use. 

Historical themes: 

8. CreaƟng social and cultural insƟtuƟons. 
8.3. OrganisaƟons and socieƟes. 

9. EducaƟng Queenslanders. 
9.1. Primary schooling. 

  



 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Fordsdale School of Arts Hall is a modest Ɵmber framed building elevated on Ɵmber stumps 
and clad in corrugated iron with casement windows. The low-pitched gable roof is also clad in 
corrugated iron with contemporary solar panels. 

The front façade (northern elevaƟon) features an enclosed front central porch with a flat corrugated 
iron roof and two signs with the words “Fordsdale School of Arts” and “Est 1932” cut out. The porch 
is accessed via steps and a contemporary metal balustrade on its eastern side. 

The eastern elevaƟon features a side entry consisƟng of a single Ɵmber door accessed via steps and 
a contemporary metal balustrade. Adjacent to this is a contemporary water tank atop a concrete 
base. The western elevaƟon has a protruding secƟon with a skillion roof accessed via a concrete 
ramp. 

A metal fence encloses the northern side of the site, whilst the remainder is enclosed by a wire 
fence connected via Ɵmber posts. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 

The Fordsdale School of Arts Hall, in use for over ninety years, 
demonstrates the historical development of Fordsdale from the 
1930s as predominantly a communal gathering space, but for a short 
period as an educaƟonal space for the local community. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological 

The Fordsdale School of Arts Hall is an intact example of a 1930s rural 
public hall demonstraƟng modest features, including corrugated iron 
cladding which most likely indicates the constraints on the local 
community during the 1930s ‘Depression era’ commonly observed. 

4. AestheƟc Does not currently threshold. 

5. Social and Spiritual 
The Fordsdale School of Arts Hall has a strong associaƟon with the 
local community at Fordsdale as a longstanding communal gathering 
space for funcƟons and meeƟngs. 

Statement summary: 

The Fordsdale School of Arts Hall demonstrates the historical development of Fordsdale as a 1930s 
community hall which was also uƟlised as the state school for a short period when the community 
needed an educaƟonal space. It is an intact example of a 1930s rural public hall demonstraƟng 
typical public hall features but uncommonly uƟlising corrugated iron rather than Ɵmber cladding. It 
has a strong associaƟon with the local community at Fordsdale as a longstanding communal 
gathering space for funcƟons and meeƟngs. 

REFERENCES 

1. Fordsdale. (1932, June 8). The Queensland Times, p. 12. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle113979175.   



 

 

2. Fordsdale Sports. (1930, December 10). The Queensland Times, p. 9. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle115369915.  

3. Fordsdale. (1939, April 19). The Queensland Times, p. 5. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle118455682; QImagery. 1951 Aerial Imagery. Retrieved from 
hƩps://qimagery.informaƟon.qld.gov.au/. 

4. QImagery. 1963 & 1971 Aerial Imagery. Retrieved from 
hƩps://qimagery.informaƟon.qld.gov.au/. 

5. Ma Ma Creek. (1933, November 2). The Courier-Mail, p. 10. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle1137168. 

6. Lockyer District. (1941, April 22). The Queensland Times, p. 2. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle114160078. 

7. C.W.A. AcƟviƟes. (1953, June 24). The Queensland Times, p. 4. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle118407445. 
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