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LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Carmody’s Buildings 

OTHER NAMES N/A 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0513 

ADDRESS 144-150 Patrick Street, 
Laidley 

Lot on Plan 
or GPS 
Coordinates 

2RP894701; 
3RP894701; 
4RP894701; 
5RP894701; Road 
Reserve 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: Interwar 1919 – 1939  

History: 

The Carmody’s Buildings were constructed in 1924 by John Carmody and were described at the Ɵme 
as “four first class shops”1. Some of the earlier businesses that operated out of the Carmody’s 
Buildings were a hairdresser, a seamstress who undertook hemsƟtching and paƩern draŌing, and 
the Laidley Cafe2. In 1929 new concrete footpaths were installed in front of the building as part of 
improvements to Patrick Street3. The Carmody Buildings have conƟnued to be uƟlised as commercial 
shops since their construcƟon. 

Historical themes: 3. Developing secondary and terƟary studies. 
3.8. MarkeƟng, retailing and service industries. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Carmody’s Buildings consist of four shop fronts combined under a simple brick and render 
parapet with a corrugated iron bullnose awning extending over the footpath. The awning is 
supported by Ɵmber stop chamfer posts and has fibro-cement (FC) sheeted end panels. The 
rendered parapet features a soldier brick paƩern along the top, with a ‘V’ shape in the centre, and 
then conƟnues with a decoraƟve brick paƩern down the two ends. The words ‘CARMODYS 
BUILDINGS’ and ‘AD 1924’ are present on the front of the parapet.  Behind the parapet, three of 
the shops retain a hip and gable roof, whilst the southernmost tenancy has a flat roof. It appears 



 

 

that many of the shops have had their original shop fronts removed or altered, with the 
southernmost shop retaining a recessed shop entry with upper mulƟ-pane paƩerned glass 
windows. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 
The Carmody’s Buildings demonstrate the historical development 
of the Laidley in the 1920s and have retained conƟnuous use over 
100 years as commercial premises. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological The Carmody’s Buildings demonstrate 1920s design principles for 
a local set of commercial shops. 

4. AestheƟc The Carmody’s Buildings design contributes posiƟvely to the main 
street and GaƩon’s commercial precinct. 

5. Social and Spiritual Does not currently threshold. 

Statement summary: 

The Carmody’s Buildings demonstrate the historical development of the Laidley in the 1920s and 
have retained conƟnuous use over 100 years as commercial premises. It demonstrates 1920s 
design principles for a local set of commercial shops and contributes posiƟvely to the main street 
and GaƩon’s commercial precinct. 

REFERENCES 

1.  The Lockyer. (1924, July 2). The Daily Mail, p. 5. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
arƟcle219054210. 

2. AdverƟsing. (1926, March 13). The Queensland Times, p. 2. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle118613955; AdverƟsing. (1936, June 20). Queensland Times, 
p. 12. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle117606793. 

3. Laidley Council: Finances Improving. (1929, June 5). The Queensland Times, p. 5. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle118479790.  

 











































LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

fPLACE NAME Britannia Hotel 

OTHER NAMES Laidley Hotel 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0521 

ADDRESS 112 Patrick Street, 
Laidley 

Lot on Plan or 
GPS Coordinates 

1RP108653; Road 
Reserve 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical Period: FederaƟon 1890 – 1914; Interwar 1919 - 1939  

History: 

The Britannia Hotel, also known as Hotel Laidley, was originally opened by Mr John Campbell in July 
1892. The hotel was designed by Mr. H. Wyman of Ipswich and constructed by P. and C. Neilson of 
Laidley. IniƟal descripƟons of the hotel menƟoned the following: 

Two-storey building with balcony on two sides. In the main building there are thirteen 
rooms and three in the kitchen. The apartments throughout are very large and well 
venƟlated, and have plenty of light. The principal room upstairs is the coffee room, of 
which the dimensions are 18Ō x 15Ō. The floor is covered with handsome carpet, the room 
fiƩed up with a large grate and well-finished furniture, so that it presents quite a cosy 
appearance. On the lower floor, the parlour and dining room are also fiƩed with grates, 
and, in fact, every convenience. The kitchen is an immense room 18Ō by 17Ō, fiƩed with a 
fire stove manufactured by Lupton of Brisbane. The majority of the fiƫngs and furniture 
have been locally made1. 

The hotel was regarded at the Ɵme of its construcƟon as being a ‘magnificent edifice’ to the 
district2. Although opened by Mr John Campbell in 1892, in the early 1900s it was leased and 
licensed by Mr. J. R. Rathborne. The lease and license changed once again in 1912 from 
Rathborne to a Miss Brosnan of Toowoomba3.  

By 1927 the hotel license was with a Miss K. Hillier who, at this Ɵme, made an applicaƟon to 
remove the hotel premises south from the corner of Campbell and Patrick Streets to the corner 
of William and Patrick Streets more central to town.  



 

 

This move was objected by nearby Queensland NaƟonal Hotel as it was thought that the hotels 
already present in the centre of town met all the necessary requirements. Permission to 
remove the hotel premises and relocate the license was granted. Miss Hillier was granted three 
months to move the premises4. 

In 1940 the hotel was put on the market. It was described at the Ɵme as being a “well-constructed 
two-storey wooden and fibro-cement building (all double walls) …” It was also described as having 
a “Bar, 2 Parlours, Lound, Billard Room, Dining Room, Kitchen, 16 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2 Maids’ 
Rooms. 5 lock-up Garages, Balconies on 3 sides5”. Mr B. M. Kluck, a former farmer, purchased the 
Britannia Hotel in 1941 from Miss Hillier6. 

The difference in descripƟon from 1892 to 1940 indicates that when the hotel license was relocated 
in 1927, the original building was either moved and had addiƟons/changes made to it, or the original 
hotel was demolished and rebuilt. It is said to have been dismantled and moved in secƟons by horse 
and wagon to the present site7, however sources for this have not been verified. 

In 2016, the Beaumont brothers took ownership of the hotel and began renovaƟons8. The hotel was 
later flooded in 2022 and is currently undergoing repairs9.  

Historical themes: 
3. Developing secondary and terƟary industries. 

3.1. Feeding Queenslanders. 
3.11. Lodging people. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Britannia Hotel is a two-storey structure, set on low stumps and clad in a textured stucco which 
covers over horizontal VJ boards. Verandahs wrap the first floor on the western, southern, and 
eastern elevaƟons. The hipped roof is clad in short sheet corrugated iron and has a number of vents 
along the central ridge. The roof encompasses the top verandah which is supported by Ɵmber posts. 
A simple Ɵmber balustrade lines the verandahs. 

Sash windows line each storey and elevaƟon, with French doors on the first floor indicaƟng where 
rooms are historically. Double leaf doors exist along the western / Patrick Street elevaƟon with 
enclosed fanlights above. These are accessed via short concrete steps. A contemporary glass sliding 
door entrance also exists on the Patrick Street elevaƟon but is recessed into the wall. A fixed glass, 
two by three pane window has also been inserted on the Patrick Street elevaƟon. 

The southern elevaƟon presents a side access door with concrete step which has been boarded 
over. To the east is a former boƩle shop which is situated in an early building which appears to have 
been present on site since pre-1933. The building is a Ɵmber construcƟon with horizontal VJ boards 
(noƟng that the southern and eastern cladding are different). There is a convex verandah entrances 
to the east with Ɵmber end panels. This may have been a former kitchen or maid residence. 

To the east of the original building, connected to the eastern verandah, is a more contemporary 
skillion extension which is used as an outdoor dining area and encompasses a large porƟon of the 
allotment. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 

The BriƩania Hotel illustrates the growth of the township from the 
late 19th century through to the early 20th century. Although 
moved from its original site, the hotel has conƟnued is historic 
licence and connecƟon to the local community for over 130 years.  



 

 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological 
The Old BriƩania Hotel is demonstraƟve of an early hotel in the 
region. The building form contributes to the interpretaƟon of the 
historic Patrick Street streetscape for over 130 years. 

4. AestheƟc Does not currently threshold. 

5. Social and Spiritual Does not currently threshold. 

Statement summary: 

The Old BriƩania Hotel illustrates the growth of the township from the late 19th century through to 
the early 20th century. Although relocated from its original site, the hotel has conƟnued its historic 
licence and connecƟon to the local community for over 130 years. 

REFERENCES 

1. Laidley. (1892, July 7). The Queensland Times, p. 5. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
arƟcle123026060.   

2. Ibid. 
3. Britannia Hotel, Laidley. (1912, July 3). The Queensland Times, p. 4. Retrieved from 

hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle113079219.  
4. Laidley: Hotel License. (1927, March 8). The Brisbane Courier, p. 15. Retrieved from 

hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle21117067.  
5. The Freehold of the Britannia Hotel: Laidley. (1940, November 27). The Telegraph, p. 20. 

Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle184542475.  
6. Laidley Hotel Sold. (1941, July 15). The Queensland Times, p. 4. Retrieved from 

hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle114545998.  
7. Band of brothers to resurrect Hotel Laidley. (2017, March 10). The Courier Mail. Retrieved from 

hƩps://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/gaƩon/band-of-brothers-to-resurrect-
hotel-laidley/news-story/6f4ĩ956cb8ae54d304cĩ47366f0b96; Lockyer Valley Regional 
Council. (2022). Laidley Heritage Trails: Self-Guided Tours [Brochure]. Retrieved from 
hƩps://issuu.com/lockyervalleyregionalcouncil/docs/laidley_selfguided_a5_web.       

8. Ibid. 
9. 2022 Flood, May: Laidley Main Street Businesses Are Underwater. (2022, May 13). The 

Chronicle. Retrieved from hƩps://www.thechronicle.com.au/.  
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