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LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Criterion Hotel 

OTHER NAMES N/A 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0403 

ADDRESS 
1 Railway Street 
(corner Turner 
Street), Helidon 

Lot on Plan or GPS 
Coordinates 

1RP53098; Road 
Reserve 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: FederaƟon 1890 – 1914 

History: 

The Criterion Hotel, originally owned by Charles Gunne, was constructed in 1914 to replace the 
earlier Criterion Hotel. In c. 1888, Gunne bought the Harp of Erin Hotel at Helidon, which he owned 
unƟl c. 1894, at which Ɵme he constructed the first Criterion Hotel on the current site1. It is unclear 
why the first Criterion Hotel was replaced, however, Gunne conƟnued to own the current building 
unƟl 1927, when ownership transferred to Mr. S. G. Morrow2. Over the years, the hotel has been 
well patronised by the community and visitors for accommodaƟon and social events, including 
monthly meeƟngs of the Helidon and District Progress AssociaƟon3 and as a recepƟon venue for 
weddings4. 

It conƟnues its historical use as a hotel, however, it is unclear if it sƟll offers accommodaƟon. 

Historical themes: 
3. Developing secondary and terƟary industries. 

3.1. Feeding Queenslanders. 
3.11. Lodging people. 

  



 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Criterion Hotel is a two-storey brick structure with a corrugated iron hip roof featuring an early 
chimney and ridgeline vents, located on the prominent intersecƟon of Railway and Turner Streets. 
Extending across the street frontage elevaƟons (northeastern and eastern elevaƟons) is a first-level 
corrugated iron bullnose verandah supported by Ɵmber stop chamfer posts with decoraƟve brackets 
and is bound by a two-rail slat Ɵmber balustrade. Along the verandah are French doors with fanlights 
and brick voussoirs. Contemporary air condiƟoning units are present throughout. The northernmost 
end of the verandah has been enclosed by FC sheeƟng with casement windows installed. The 
verandah side on the southern end has also been enclosed by FC sheeƟng. 

The ground-level street frontage elevaƟons feature plain Ɵmber posts, different to the first-level 
verandah. The eastern elevaƟon features a single Ɵmber entry door with sidelights, a mulƟ-pane 
arched fanlight, and a brick arch and is accessed via masonry steps. South of the entry is a 
rectangular window with a security screen on the lower pane and a brick voussoir. North of the 
entry is a triple coursed arched window with central security screens and a brick arch. The corner 
entrance features French doors with a single pane arched fanlight and brick arch. It is accessed via 
masonry steps and is flanked by pilasters. The northeastern elevaƟon features the same style 
rectangular windows as the eastern elevaƟon. Central to this elevaƟon is a Ɵmber door with 
sidelights, larger than that of the eastern elevaƟon, segmented arched fanlight, and a brick arch and 
is accessed via a masonry step. Early vents are present above the skirƟng along the street frontage 
elevaƟons. 

The northwestern elevaƟon features the chimney extending along both levels. The ground level 
features the same style of windows as the street frontage elevaƟons, whilst the first-level windows 
are sash windows with brick voussoirs. A Ɵmber and FC sheeted extension with a sloped roof 
appears to be present on the southwestern elevaƟon, along with a number of early Ɵmber 
outbuildings and contemporary sheds. 

The southern elevaƟon features the same style first-level sash windows as the northwestern 
elevaƟon. A contemporary extension is present which is enclosed by roller doors. The street 
frontage (eastern elevaƟon) of the extension features a Ɵmber balustrade and a short stone fence 
enclosing a garden bed. 

The property is bound by a Ɵmber fence and all planƟngs are post-1980 based on aerial imagery. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical The Criterion Hotel demonstrates the historical development of 
Helidon in the early 20th century. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological The Criterion Hotel is an intact and representaƟve example of early 
20th century two-storey masonry hotel buildings. 

4. AestheƟc 
The Criterion Hotel holds aestheƟc significance for its prominent 
corner locaƟon and its contribuƟon to the historical main street of 
Helidon as a historical commercial precinct. 



 

 

5. Social and Spiritual 
The Commercial Hotel holds social significance for the local 
community as a gathering and accommodaƟon space in use for 
over a century. 

Statement summary: 

The Criterion Hotel demonstrates the historical development of Helidon in the early 20th century. It 
is an intact and representaƟve example of early 20th century two-storey masonry hotel buildings. It 
holds aestheƟc significance for its prominent corner locaƟon and its contribuƟon to the historical 
main street of Helidon as a historical commercial precinct. It holds social significance for the local 
community and visitors, as a hotel and accommodaƟon space in use for over a century. 
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