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LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Commercial Hotel 

OTHER NAMES N/A 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0210 

ADDRESS 1 Railway Street (corner 
Crescent Street), GaƩon 

Lot on Plan or 
GPS 
Coordinates 

2RP99478; Road 
Reserve 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: Interwar 1919 – 1939 

History: 

The Commercial Hotel was constructed in 1927 to replace the original c. 1882 hotel (the Wilmot 
Hotel, later renamed the Scariff Hotel)1 which was destroyed by fire in 19262. The hotel, owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Malouf, was designed by Brisbane architect Mr. J. L. Baldwin and constructed by 
Ipswich contractor Mr. J. Hoare. The hotel, with an overall cost of £5,000 including furnishings, 
featured 24 rooms, a circular bar, and a spacious dining room3. 

The hotel has had various owners over the years, including Tony PrenƟce who ran the hotel for 15 
years before selling in 20206.  

The hotel is sƟll operaƟonal, but it is unclear if it sƟll offers accommodaƟon. 

Historical themes: 

3. Developing secondary and terƟary industries. 
3.1. Feeding Queenslanders. 
3.8. MarkeƟng, retailing and servicing industries. 
3.11. Lodging people. 

  



 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Commercial Hotel is a two-storey, masonry structure with a parapet extending across its 
frontage adorned with “1927 Commercial Hotel” in render. The ground level is shaded by the upper 
floor verandah which is supported by Ɵmber posts. The masonry walls have been rendered and 
feature early vents with contemporary Ɵmber skirƟng. A main entrance is a key feature within the 
truncated corner with Ɵmber joinery. The eastern elevaƟon features a recessed entry door flanked 
by awning windows. The northeastern elevaƟon features an arched triparƟte window and a 
recessed entry door flanked by colonial sash windows. 

The first level verandah features a flat corrugated iron roof supported by Ɵmber posts with fretwork 
and painted masonry walls. The Ɵmber cross braced balustrade is a contemporary alteraƟon. A 
‘Hardieplank’ clad enclosure is present on the southern end of the verandah, whilst the northern 
end has been enclosed. One sash window and French doors with fanlight is visible from the exterior. 
A separate skillion roof balcony is present on the northwestern elevaƟon, with the same features as 
the verandah. A contemporary skillion roof extension is present on the ground level of the 
northwestern elevaƟon as a shaded dining area.  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 
The Commercial Hotel, built in 1927 on the site of a c. 1881 hotel, 
demonstrates the historical development of GaƩon in the early 20th 
century. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological The Commercial Hotel is a representaƟve example of an early 20th 
century two-storey masonry hotel building. 

4. AestheƟc The Commercial Hotel holds aestheƟc significance for its contribuƟon 
to the main street as a historical commercial precinct. 

5. Social and Spiritual The Commercial Hotel holds social significance for the local community 
as a gathering place in conƟnuous use for over ninety years. 

Statement summary: 

The Commercial Hotel demonstrates the historical development of GaƩon in the early 20th century. 
It is a representaƟve example of early 20th century two-storey masonry hotel buildings and holds 
aestheƟc significance for its contribuƟon to the main street as a historical commercial precinct. It 
holds social significance for the local community as a gathering place in conƟnuous use for over 
ninety years. 

REFERENCES 

1. GaƩon and District. (1927, May 10). The Toowoomba Chronicle and Darling Downs GazeƩe, p. 
8. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle253954500; Lockyer District: GaƩon. (1927, 
October 1). The Queensland Times, p. 12. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
arƟcle117267892. 

2. GaƩon Fire Inquiry: Hotel Owner’s AllegaƟon. (1926, November 27). The Telegraph, p. 5. 
Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle179574712.  



 

 

3. Lockyer District: GaƩon. (1927, October 1). The Queensland Times, p. 12. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle117267892.  

4. Mooney, C. (2020, December 14). PrenƟce Geƫng Out Of GaƩon’s Commercial. PubƟc. 
Retrieved from hƩps://pubƟc.com.au/prenƟce-geƫng-out-of-gaƩons-commercial/.  

 



LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Gatton Water Facility 

OTHER NAMES N/A 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0211 

ADDRESS 
48 Cochrane Street, 
Gatton 

Lot on Plan or 
GPS 
Coordinates 

Part of 2CC807885 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: Interwar 1919 – 1939 

History: 

Reticulated electricity was connected in Gatton in 1932 resulting in planning for a town water 
supply1. 

Gatton was the first town in Queensland to enjoy the State water supply scheme with water 
scientifically ‘softened and purified’. The official waterworks of the Tarampa Water Authority was 
‘turned on’ at Gatton in 1935. The water supply came from Tent Hill Creek with a concrete and 
timber weir being constructed in the Creek as well as an electrically driven centrifugal pumping 
plant, housed in a reinforced concrete pump well and tank on the banks of the creek. Also 
constructed at this time was a concrete tower tank (water tower) that had a 60,000-gallon capacity, 
a filtration and softening plan, and the installation of water reticulation to residences and business 
premises2. 

It is reported that 85% of the materials used in construction were of Queensland manufacture which 
had given employment to men in foundries and factories. It was recognised at the time that public 
works of this nature were important to assist in unemployment issues3. 

Messrs. Gibson and Sutherland were the contractors responsible for the pump well and weir, with 
other tenders potentially responsible for other parts of the work.4 Funding for the scheme came 
from the Government’s loan-subsidy arrangements. The plant was described at the time as one of 
the most modern in the Commonwealth5, and the water tower was described a ‘handsome’ 
‘imposing structure’6.  



 

 

Historical themes: 

2. Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land. 
2.5. Managing water. 

3. Developing secondary and tertiary industries. 
3.6 inventing devices. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The water tower is a reinforced concrete structure located on the corner of Cochrane and East 
streets. The concrete columns are braced in the middle and lead up to a curved concrete valance at 
the base of the tank. An internal staircase winds up the central column, leading to a doorway and 
small landing below the base of the water tank. A steel maintenance ladder provides access up to 
the top of the water tank from the outside. A steel balustrade wraps around the top of the water 
tower. 

The weir is reported to exist on Tenthill Creek. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: Description: 

1. Historical 

The Gatton Water Facility has historical significance as the first 
water facility in Queensland that softened and purified water. The 
water tower represents a government-backed initiative to bring 
purified water to the residents of Gatton and illustrate the 
development and advancement of the township at that time. 

2. Scientific 
The Gatton Water Facility has scientific significance as the first 
water facility in Queensland that utilised technology to soften and 
purify water. 

3. Typological Does not currently threshold. 

4. Aesthetic 
The Water Tower at the Gatton Water Facility is representative of 
interwar concrete water tower construction and is a prominent 
landmark within the Gatton township and streetscape. 

5. Social and Spiritual Does not currently threshold. 

Statement summary: 

The Gatton Water Facility is significant as the first water facility in Queensland that had technology 
to soften and purify water. The water tower is a prominent landmark feature within the Gatton 
township. The tower represents a government-backed initiative to bring purified water to the 
residents of Gatton and illustrate the development and advancement of the township at that time. 
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