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LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Forest Hill Presbyterian Church 

OTHER NAMES Central Church Forest Hill 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0101 

ADDRESS 14 Church Street, 
Forest Hill 

Lot on Plan or GPS 
Coordinates 40RP7805 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: FederaƟon 1890 – 1914 

History: 

Presbyterian services were held in Forest Hill as early as 1894 in private homes, with a Sunday school 
established by 1895. As the congregaƟon grew, so did the need for a dedicated church building. As 
such, the Forest Hill Presbyterian Church, now known as the Central Church, was constructed in 
1899 on land that was donated by the Jondaryan Estates Company1.  

The church is noted for its Ladies of the Guild, fundraisers, Christmas events2, concerts and fesƟvals3. 
In the early 1900s, the church was also the meeƟng place for Lodge Argyle (the Forest Hill 
Freemasons), unƟl their own building was constructed in 19224. For the church’s 40th anniversary, 
the town commemorated a souvenir booklet “The Thistle”, containing messages and historical 
informaƟon, wriƩen by the church’s founder Reverend John Stoddart5.  

The church conƟnues its original use. 

Historical themes: 

6. Building seƩlements, towns, ciƟes, and dwellings. 
6.2. Planning and forming seƩlements. 

8. CreaƟng social and cultural insƟtuƟons. 
8.1. Worshipping and religious insƟtuƟons. 
8.2. Cultural acƟviƟes. 
8.6. CommemoraƟng significant events. 

  



 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Forest Hill Presbyterian Church is a typical example of a rural Ɵmber church. The church is a T-
Shape design with nave and chancel, set on low Ɵmber stumps, and is clad in weatherboard. Its 
steeply pitched gable roof is clad in corrugated iron. 

The front façade (southwestern elevaƟon) features a central porch. This and the front gable are both 
adorned with a finial and gable pediment. The front gable also includes a rectangular vent. 

Short steps lead up to French doors on the central porch, with two narrow arched windows flanking 
the porch. The other elevaƟons feature narrow rectangular windows. A contemporary access ramp 
on the northwestern side and short steps on the southeastern side provide entry through single 
doors that lead into a later skillion extension to the rear. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 

The Forest Hill Presbyterian Church demonstrates the historical paƩern 
of Presbyterianism in Forest Hill, daƟng to 1899. It reflects the historical 
development of religious and social acƟviƟes in the Forest Hill area during 
this period. It remains in use as a church, conƟnuing its historical funcƟon. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological 

The Forest Hill Presbyterian Church is a good example of a typical late 19th 
century rural Ɵmber church, with features such as a steeply pitched gable 
roof, weatherboard, and central porch, demonstraƟng common design 
principles of small rural churches of this era. 

4. AestheƟc Does not currently threshold. 

5. Social and Spiritual 

The Forest Hill Presbyterian Church holds social and spiritual significance 
for the local community as a site of early Presbyterianism and as a venue 
for community events. Its ongoing funcƟon reinforces its role in fostering 
spiritual connecƟons and maintaining the cultural idenƟty of the 
Presbyterian congregaƟon in Forest Hill. 

Statement summary: 

The Forest Hill Presbyterian Church is historically significant for its role in the development of 
Presbyterianism in Forest Hill. Built in 1899, it exemplifies the typical design of modest rural 
churches of the period. The church holds social and spiritual importance as a site of early 
Presbyterianism and as a venue for community events, with its ongoing funcƟon reinforcing its role 
in fostering spiritual connecƟons and maintaining the cultural idenƟty of the Presbyterian 
congregaƟon in Forest Hill. 

REFERENCES 

1. Opening of a New Church at Forest Hill. (1899, January 31). Queensland Times, Ipswich Herald, 
and General AdverƟser, p. 2. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle123159412. 

2. Forest Hill Presbyterian Church. (1905, December 7). The Queensland Times, p. 11. Retrieved 
from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle123907761.  



 

 

3. Forest Hill Presbyterian Church. (1909, December 7). The Queensland Times, p. 2. Retrieved 
from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle111630447.  

4. Lodge Argyle, No. 1016, S. C. (1910, February 14). The Queensland Times, p. 4. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle112025315. 

5. Forest Hill Presbyterian Souvenir. (1940, February 8). The Queensland Times, p. 3. Retrieved 
from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle122078111. 

 







LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Forest Hill School of Arts 

OTHER NAMES N/A 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0103 

ADDRESS 22 Railway Street, Forest 
Hill 

Lot on Plan or 
GPS Coordinates 1F5304 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: FederaƟon 1890 – 1914 

History: 

The Forest School of Arts, designed by Ipswich architect Mr. H. E. Wyman and constructed by Mr. W. 
French, was constructed on a porƟon of the RecreaƟon Reserve in 1911. The building was described 
as including a rear wing to be temporarily uƟlised as a library and reading room and the main hall 
featuring a crow’s ash floor for dancing purposes1.  

Based on historical photographs, convex window hoods were added to the side windows someƟme 
aŌer 19142. By 1933, an extension was added to the northwestern elevaƟon, which may have been 
further altered and/or extended over the years3. In 2010, the School of Arts was restumped and 
underwent renovaƟons including a new kitchen, new stage boards, and interior and exterior 
painƟng4. 

A variety of classes were held in the School of Arts, such as dressmaking classes and book-keeping 
conducted by the Ipswich Technical College5. Over the years, the School of Arts was also known to 
have been uƟlised for a range of community events including dances6, concerts7, flower shows8, 
euchre tournaments9, and monthly meeƟngs for the Country Women’s AssociaƟon10. 

The School of Arts conƟnues to be used as a community venue. 

Historical themes: 

8. CreaƟng social and cultural insƟtuƟons. 
8.3. OrganisaƟons and socieƟes. 

9. EducaƟng Queenslanders. 
9.3. EducaƟng adults. 



 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Forest Hill School of Arts features similar characterisƟcs to the earlier 1907 Forest Hill Post 
Office. It is a low set, rectangular plan Ɵmber structure clad in weatherboard. The hipped gambrel 
roof is clad in corrugated iron with contemporary solar panels.  

The front façade (southwestern elevaƟon) features a decoraƟve Ɵmber bargeboard with Ɵmber 
brackets. Two mulƟ-pane arched windows flank a front central porch. The porch features a 
corrugated iron gable roof with a decoraƟve bargeboard surmounted with a finial. The gable end 
features VJ boards and is adorned with the words “Forest Hill School of Arts Est. 1911”. The porch is 
supported by decoraƟve Ɵmber posts and fretwork with a curved VJ board balustrade. Diagonal 
Ɵmber French doors with a three-pane fanlight are present within the porch. The porch is accessed 
via Ɵmber steps with a simple horizontal Ɵmber balustrade. A skillion roofed extension with a two-
pane window has been added to the northwestern elevaƟon of the porch. 

The northwestern elevaƟon features a pre-1933 extension with a corrugated iron skillion roof. The 
front façade is clad in weatherboard, whilst the side is clad in chamferboard. The extension features 
sash windows in the same size and style as the original building, except for three small windows on 
the southeastern end. Two doors are present with Ɵmber steps and a contemporary access ramp. 
The original windows and doors on this elevaƟon of the main building are parƟally obscured by the 
extension but appear to remain extant. 

The southeastern elevaƟon features French doors with a three-pane fanlight accessed via Ɵmber 
steps with the same style balustrade as the porch. Flanking the doors are awning windows, whilst 
the northeastern-most window is a sash window. All windows on this elevaƟon feature metal convex 
window hoods. At the northeastern-most end is a single VJ Ɵmber door with metal convex window 
hood accessed via Ɵmber steps with the same style balustrade as the porch. 

On the northeastern elevaƟon is the rear wing (the former library) which features a skillion roof clad 
in corrugated iron with contemporary solar panels. The rear wall features sash windows and 
contemporary air condiƟoning units on separate metal frame adjacent to the wall. A water tank 
elevated on Ɵmber stumps is present. 

There are two contemporary corrugated iron sheds present on the site. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 

The Forest Hill School of Arts, in use for over a century, 
demonstrates the historical development of the School of Arts 
movement in Forest Hill from the early 20th century as an early place 
for adult educaƟon and community funcƟons. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological The Forest Hill School of Arts is an intact and representaƟve 
example of a 1910s rural Ɵmber School of Arts building. 

4. AestheƟc 
The Forest Hill School of Arts contributes to the visual character of 
Forest Hill with its high level of craŌsmanship and is a visually 
prominent feature within the streetscape. 



 

 

5. Social and Spiritual 
The Forest Hill School of Arts holds social significance for the local 
community as a School of Arts building that has been in conƟnuous 
use for over a century. 

Statement summary: 

The Forest Hill School of Arts demonstrates the historical development of Forest Hill and the School 
of Arts movement, serving as an early place for adult educaƟon and community funcƟons. It is an 
intact and representaƟve example of a 1910s rural Ɵmber School of Arts building. Its high level of 
craŌsmanship contributes to the visual character of Forest Hill and is a visually prominent feature 
within the streetscape. It holds social significance for the local community as a School of Arts 
building that has been in conƟnuous use for over a century. 

REFERENCES 

1. Forest Hill School of Arts. (1911, June 17). The Brisbane Courier, p. 12. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle19706244. 

2. Cox, F. R. (1914). School of Arts building in Forest Hill, 1914. State Library of Queensland. 
NegaƟve: 39230. Retrieved from hƩps://collecƟons.slq.qld.gov.au/viewer/IE305859. 

3. QImagery. Various Aerial Imagery. Retrieved from hƩps://qimagery.informaƟon.qld.gov.au/. 
4. New look for old Hall. (2010, July 13). The Courier Mail. Retrieved from 

hƩps://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/gaƩon/new-look-for-old-hall/news-
story/7ba0d32580010ec60c160edd70daac66. 

5. Our Forest Hill LeƩer. (1913, June 16). The Queensland Times, p. 6. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle113110185. 

6. Forest Hill School of Arts. (1913, April 30). The Queensland Times, p. 4. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle113089819. 

7. Forest Hill Concert. (1954, April 10). The Queensland Times, p. 3. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle118233194. 

8. Forest Hill Flower Show. (1949, September 28). The Queensland Times, p. 7. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle124635917. 

9. Forest Hill Euchre. (1946, October 23). The Queensland Times, p. 8. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle118371396. 

10. Lockyer District. (1940, December 3). The Queensland Times, p. 8. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle114218531. 

 













LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Forest Hill Cinema (former) 

OTHER NAMES Baha’i Faith Centre 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0106 

ADDRESS 6 Railway Street, Forest 
Hill 

Lot on Plan or 
GPS 
Coordinates 

103F5301; Road 
Reserve 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: Interwar 1919 – 1939 

History: 

The Forest Hill Cinema (former) was opened in 1924 by Mr. D. Ogilvie of Rosewood1. The cinema, 
described as a big hall2, also held wood chopping contests3 and hosted various fundraising events4. 

SomeƟme between 19385 and 1951, the cinema had been converted into a garage owned by H. 
Raebig. In May 1951, a fire ignited at the garage and destroyed three motor cars and a truck. The 
extent of damage cost £3,000 and potenƟally destroyed the internal office6. It is unclear how much 
of the structure was saved from the fire, however the place appears to survive with key features 
externally. 

The site is currently used for the Baha’i Faith. 

Historical themes: 

3. Developing secondary and terƟary industries. 
3.10. Entertaining for profit. 

8. CreaƟng social and cultural insƟtuƟons. 
8.2. Cultural acƟviƟes. 

  



 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Forest Hill Cinema (former) is a symmetrical rectangular plan building with a corrugated iron 
gable roof featuring ridgeline vents and contemporary solar panels. The building has likely 
undergone various alteraƟons over the years as it has been adapted for different uses and porƟons 
repaired or rebuilt aŌer fire damages internally. The front façade features a flat roof corrugated iron 
awning, fibro cement sheeƟng, and stucco with an Art Deco idiom. Louvre windows are present 
above the awning and rectangular windows with security screens below the awning with front 
central glass doors. 

Contemporary planƟngs are present around the site. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 

The Forest Hill Cinema (former) demonstrates the historical 
development of Forest Hill throughout the 1920s-1950s as a 
building with varying uses to adapt to the changing needs of the 
town. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological 

The Forest Hill Cinema (former) is a rare example of a small 
community hall and cinema that was later repurposed as a garage. 
The rapid rise in the use of motor cars in the interwar and post-war 
era saw many halls convert to garages and mechanics.  

4. AestheƟc Does not currently threshold. 

5. Social and Spiritual 
The Forest Hill Cinema (former) holds social significance for the 
local community as a commercial business (cinema then garage) 
during the early to mid-20th century. 

Statement summary: 

The Forest Hill Cinema (former) demonstrates the historical development of Forest Hill throughout 
the 1920s-1950s as a building with varying uses to adapt to the changing needs of the town. It holds 
social significance for the local community as a commercial business (cinema then garage) during 
the early to mid-20th century. 

REFERENCES 

1. Forest Hill. (1924, December 16). The Brisbane Courier, p. 9. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle22880000.  

2. Colour Standard. (1938, March 17). Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay, and BurneƩ AdverƟser, 
p. 3. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle151203561. 

3. Lockyer District. (1926, November 3). The Queensland Times, p. 4. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle115651954. 

4. Lockyer District. (1928, November 17). The Queensland Times, p. 7. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle115338427. 

5. Colour Standard. (1938, March 17). Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay, and BurneƩ AdverƟser, 
p. 3. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle151203561. 



 

 

6. Garage Fire at Forest Hill. (1951, May 30). The Queensland Times, p. 2. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle124612482. 

 











LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Forest Hill Masonic Lodge 

OTHER NAMES Forest Hill Masonic Centre; Lodge Argyle No. 164 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0109 

ADDRESS 9 Victoria Street, 
Forest Hill 

Lot on Plan or GPS 
Coordinates 92RP7805 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: Interwar 1919 – 1939 

History: 

Lodge Argyle, a Freemason group, was established in Forest Hill in 19061,2. Prior to the construcƟon 
of a dedicated building, Lodge Argyle would hold their meeƟngs at the Presbyterian Church3. In 
1922, the Forest Hill Masonic Temple was constructed, designed by W. Laurie (Laidley) and erected 
by John Renton (Forest Hill). The building was described as featuring silky oak panelling internally 
with the outer wall being weatherboard. The building also had a ‘double roof’ to combat the 
Queensland heat and had a raŌed ceiling4. The building is described as 45Ō (c.13.7m) by 24Ō 
(c.7.3m) with walls being 12Ō (c.3.6m) high5. 

Its opening was aƩended by Freemasons from across the region, including Brisbane, Rosewood, 
Laidley, GaƩon, Helidon, and Lowood, were in aƩendance of the opening6. The Forest Hill Masonic 
Lodge conƟnues to serve as a Masonic Centre.   

Historical themes: 

6. Building seƩlements, towns, ciƟes, and dwellings. 
6.2. Planning and forming seƩlements. 

8. CreaƟng social and cultural insƟtuƟons. 
8.2. Cultural acƟviƟes. 
8.3 OrganisaƟons and socieƟes. 

  



 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Forest Hill Masonic Lodge shares similar design characterisƟcs with typical rural community 
buildings such as churches. It is a symmetrical, rectangular-plan Ɵmber building clad in 
weatherboard, elevated on contemporary metal stumps likely having replaced the original Ɵmber 
stumps. It features a steeply pitched gable roof clad in corrugated iron.  

The front façade (eastern elevaƟon) features a central porch, above which is a sign for the lodge 
displaying the Freemasons symbol. Small arched windows adorn the porch and main walls. A set of 
steps leads to an entry door on the southern elevaƟon. A contemporary skillion roof extension is 
located at the rear of the building. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 

The Forest Hill Masonic Lodge demonstrates the historical 
presence of Freemasonry in Forest Hill since the early 1900s. Its 
establishment and conƟnued funcƟon as a Masonic Centre reflect 
the spread of Freemasonry through rural Queensland in the early 
20th century. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological 

The Forest Hill Masonic Lodge, constructed in 1922, demonstrates 
the principal characterisƟcs of a small, Ɵmber community 
building. Its rectangular plan, weatherboard cladding, steeply 
pitched gable roof, and central porch are characterisƟc design 
features, making it a representaƟve example of such community-
oriented structures. 

4. AestheƟc Does not currently threshold. 

5. Social and Spiritual 

As a longstanding meeƟng place for the Freemason community, 
the lodge serves as both a social hub and a site of ritual 
significance. The building’s ongoing use as a Masonic Centre 
underscores its conƟnuing role as a place of gathering, ceremony, 
and idenƟty for the Freemason community in Forest Hill. 

Statement summary: 

The Forest Hill Masonic Lodge is historically significant as a longstanding centre for Freemasonry in 
Forest Hill, reflecƟng the early 20th century development of fraternal socieƟes in rural Queensland. 
Constructed in 1922, it demonstrates the principal characterisƟcs of a small, Ɵmber community 
building. Socially and spiritually, it remains important as a place of gathering, ceremony, and idenƟty 
for the Freemason community in Forest Hill, maintaining its original purpose into the present day. 

REFERENCES 

1. Masonic InstallaƟon at Forest Hill. (1907, July 30). The Brisbane Courier, p. 2. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle19398306. 

2. Our Forest Hill LeƩer. (1906, August 16). The Queensland Times, Ipswich Herald, and General 
AdverƟser, p. 10. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle124377644. 



 

 

3. Lodge Argyle, No. 1016, S. C. (1910, February 14). The Queensland Times, p. 4. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle112025315. 

4. Lockyer District: Forest Hill. (1922, October 6). The Queensland Times, p. 6. Retrieved from   
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle111127710.    

5. Forest Hill: Masonic InstallaƟon. (1922, October 6). Brisbane Courier, p.7. Retrieved from 
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle20575556.  

6. Lockyer District: Forest Hill. (1922, October 6). The Queensland Times, p. 6. Retrieved from   
hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle111127710.    

 



LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Forest Hill Post Office 

OTHER NAMES N/A 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0110 

ADDRESS 40 Victoria Street, 
Forest Hill 

Lot on Plan or GPS 
Coordinates 

1RP149296; Road 
Reserve 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: FederaƟon 1890 – 1914 

History: 

Postal services were present in Forest Hill by at least 1892, with it being listed in the post office 
directory as having a Parcel Post Office1. In 1907, the erecƟon of a new Forest Hill Post Office was 
underway by Mr. J. Beaufoy on the land adjoining the G. Wyman General Store. It was proposed to 
serve as a post office, telegraph office, and telephone office2 and was to open in the first week of 
January 19083. During the c. 1950s, the exterior of the post office was clad in fibro cement sheeƟng 
with much of the Ɵmber fretwork, posts, and balustrades of the porch either removed or covered4. 
At some stage aŌer this, the fibro sheeƟng was removed from all walls except for the northern 
elevaƟon and the Ɵmber features of the porch were uncovered and/or reconstructed. 

It conƟnues to operate as a post office but is now also a giŌ shop and hospitality venue. 

Historical themes: 
 5. Moving goods, people and informaƟon. 

5.7. TelecommunicaƟons. 
5.8. Postal services. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Forest Hill Post Office is a low set, rectangular plan structure clad in chamferboard on all 
elevaƟons except the northern elevaƟon which has been clad in fibro sheeƟng. The hipped gambrel 
roof is clad in corrugated iron with an early vent along the ridgeline and contemporary solar panels. 



 

 

The front façade (western elevaƟon) features a set of two sash windows, with a lead light window 
for the upper pane. The window is sheltered by a skillion window hood clad in corrugated iron with 
Ɵmber detailing, however, the original Ɵmber side brackets have since been removed. South of this 
window is an entry porch with Ɵmber fretwork, posts, and balustrade, some of which may contain 
early pieces and has been extended to conƟnue the style into the new secƟon created for hospitality 
purposes. The porch features VJ boards and exposed framing, Ɵmber floorboards, and a single 
Ɵmber door for access on the northern side.  

The southern elevaƟon is a contemporary extension. The northern elevaƟon has been covered in 
fibro cement sheeƟng and features three sets of sash windows. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 
The Forest Hill Post Office demonstrates the historical 
development of Forest Hill in the early 19th century as an 
essenƟal service in the township. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological 

The Forest Hill Post Office is an uncommon example of a rural 
Ɵmber post office, demonstraƟng design characterisƟcs that 
are somewhat inconsistent with Queensland post office 
typologies and are likely locally inspired. 

4. AestheƟc The Forst Hill Post Office stands out as a visually prominent 
central feature within the main street. 

5. Social and Spiritual 
The Forest Hill Post Office has a strong associaƟon with the 
Forest Hill community as an ongoing primary centre for postal 
and telecommunicaƟon services for over a century. 

Statement summary: 

The Forest Hill Post Office demonstrates the historical development of Forest Hill in the early 19th 
century as an essenƟal service in the township. It is an uncommon example of a Ɵmber post office 
demonstraƟng design characterisƟcs that are unusual within Queensland typologies and are 
potenƟally locally inspired. It stands out as a visually prominent feature within the main street. It 
has a strong associaƟon with the local Foret Hill community as an ongoing primary centre for postal 
and telecommunicaƟon services for over a century. 

REFERENCES 

1. The Queensland Post Office Directory. (1892). Weatherhill & Co., Brisbane. 
2. Forest Hill Post Office. (1907, November 30). Queensland Times, Ipswich Herald, and General 

AdverƟser, p. 11. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle124246610. 
3. Forest Hill News. (1907, December 21). Queensland Times, Ipswich Herald, and General 

AdverƟser, p. 14. Retrieved from hƩp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-arƟcle124236315. 
4. Boonah and Forest Hill Post Offices 1956 and 1957. (1956-1957). NaƟonal Archives of 

Australia. Item ID: 32058673. Retrieved from 
hƩps://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=PSI2&Number=32058673. 



LOCKYER VALLEY LOCAL HERITAGE STUDY 
 

 

PLACE NAME Forest Hill Railway Shelter 

OTHER NAMES N/A 

PLACE ID NUMBER LHP0111 

ADDRESS 37 Victoria Street, Forest 
Hill 

Lot on Plan 
or GPS 
Coordinates 

1CP867703 

  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Historical period: FederaƟon 1890 – 1914 

History: 

The railway line between Grandchester and GaƩon was completed and open for use in 18661. In the 
1870s, when Major Boyd purchased a farm in the Lockyer Valley, he was required to depart at Laidley 
Railway StaƟon and drive to his farm due to the distance. This led to his agency developing a railway 
siding that he named aŌer his farm, “Forest Hill”2. In 1882, Mr. and Mrs. Swan took over the siding3.  

In 1886, the siding was closed, and the Railway Department constructed the Forest Hill Railway 
StaƟon4. Mrs. Swan was described as the gatekeeper and caretaker, staƟon master, porter, and office 
staff and conƟnued as such for three years5. The staƟon conƟnued to be in use unƟl its closure in 
19926. 

The Forest Hill Railway Shelter, originally located adjacent to the railway line, is said to have been 
built in 1912 and was relocated to its current locaƟon in the 2000s7. 

Historical themes: 5. Moving goods, people and informaƟon.  
5.3. Using rail.  

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Forest Hill Railway Shelter is a rectangular plan, Ɵmber structure clad in weatherboard with a 
corrugated iron gable roof with an integrated awning for shelter. The opening on eastern elevaƟon 
features Ɵmber fretwork with a central stop chamfer post. A sign reading “Forest Hill” is present on 
this elevaƟon. The structure has fixed four-pane windows on the northern, western, and southern 



 

 

elevaƟons. The interior walls have exposed frame and bracing with a Ɵmber bench extending across 
the walls supported by a curved Ɵmber bracket. 

The structure has been moved from its original locaƟon into the “Forest Hill Place” park and is 
surrounded by contemporary features and planƟngs.  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Criterion: DescripƟon: 

1. Historical 

The Forest Hill Railway Shelter is representaƟve of the historical 
development and evoluƟon of Forest Hill in the early 20th century 
and is associated with the railway siding which was established in 
the late 19th century. 

2. ScienƟfic Does not currently threshold. 

3. Typological The Forest Hill Railway Shelter is an intact and representaƟve 
example of early 20th century Ɵmber railway shelters. 

4. AestheƟc The Forest Hill Railway Shelter holds aestheƟc significance for its 
prominent posiƟon in the Forest Hill Place park. 

5. Social and Spiritual 
The Forest Hill Railway Shelter holds social significance for the local 
community for its associaƟon with the early Forest Hill railway 
siding. 

Statement summary: 

The Forest Hill Railway Shelter is representaƟve of the historical development and evoluƟon of 
Forest Hill in the early 20th century and is associated with the railway line which was established in 
the late 19th century. It is an intact and representaƟve example of early 20th century Ɵmber railway 
shelters and holds social significance for the local community for its associaƟon with the early Forest 
Hill railway siding. 
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